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Commissioner for Patents 

Paper Improperly Signed by a Former Examiner 

The Information Disclosure Statement filed on July 23, 2002 has not been entered because it is improperly signed by an individual 
who is not permitted to prosecute this application under 37 CFR 10.10. If a time period for reply has been set forth in a previous 
Office action, the time period for reply continues to run from the mail date of the previous Office action. 
If the time period for reply set forth in the previous Office action has not expired, a reply signed by an authorized person(s) in 
accordance with 37 CFR 1.33(b) must be filed within the time period to avoid the abandonment of the application. A ratification of 
the improperly signed paper will not be accepted by the Office. Applicant must instead supply a new copy of the reply with an 
appropriate signature. If the paper is required to be filed in the Office within a set period of time (e.g., an IDS must be filed within the 
period set forth in 37 CFR 1 .97 to be considered timely), the new copy of the paper with an appropriate signature is required to be 
filed within the set period of time to be considered timely. 

Resubmission of any enclosed document that was filed with the improperly signed paper (e.g., a certified copy of the foreign priority 
document, copies of patents or publications submitted in an Information Disclosure Statement, an oath or declaration signed by an 
mventor or applicant) is not required, if the enclosed document is not improperly signed by the former examiner. 
If applicant is considering filing a request of continued examination (RCE) under 37 CFR 1.1 14 in response to the previous Office 
action and the prosecution of the application is closed, it is noted that any improperly signed amendment will not be considered as a 
proper submission for an RCE and will not be entered upon filing an RCE. 

If the time period for reply set forth in the previous Office action has expired, the application is abandoned. Applicant should file a 
petition to revive the abandoned application under 37 CFR 1.137 accompanied by a reply signed by an authorized person(s) in 
accordance with 37 CFR 1.33(b). - - ^ w 

A copy of the improperly signed paper is being forwarded to the Office of Enrollment and Discipline. 

If you have any questions about this communication, please contact Mark F. Huff, Supervisory Patent Examiner of Art 
703-308-2464. 
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